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Deep-Six the Law of the Sea
President George W. Bush is trying to breathe new life

into the old United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea which President Ronald Reagan rejected in 1982.

The 202-page Law of the Sea Treaty (LOST) entered
into force in 1994 and has been ratified by 153 countries.
The LOST created the International Seabed Authority
(ISA), giving it total jurisdiction over all the oceans and ev-
erything in them, including the
ocean floor with “all” its riches
(“solid, liquid or gaseous mineral
resources”), along with the pow-
er to regulate seven/tenths of the
world’s surface.

Headquartered in Jamaica,
the ISA has an Assembly, a Coun-
cil, a bureaucracy and commis-
sions, all drawing tax-free salaries.
If the United States ratifies the
treaty, we would have the same
vote in the ISA as Cuba, an un-
precedented surrender of Ameri-
can sovereignty, independence of
action, and wealth.

Even worse, the LOST gives
the ISA the power to levy international taxes. We are not fooled
by the LOST’s attempt to conceal this by labeling the taxes
assessments, fees, permits, payments, or contributions.

The real purpose of the taxing power is to compel the
United States to pay billions of private-enterprise dollars
to the ISA bureaucrats, who can then transfer our wealth
to socialist, anti-American nations (euphemistically called
“developing countries”) ruled by corrupt dictators. The
LOST piously asserts that this is for “the benefit of man-
kind as a whole.”

The LOST gives the ISA the power to regulate “all” ocean
research and exploration and to deny access to strategic ocean
minerals, many of which we need for our national defense or
industries. The LOST gives the ISA the power to impose pro-
duction quotas for deep-sea mining and oil production.

The ISA can require us to share our intelligence, technol-
ogy, and even military information. The Treaty puts restric-
tions on our intelligence-gathering by our submarines, activi-
ties that are essential to our national defense.

The LOST also created the International Tribunal for
the Law of the Sea, headquartered in Hamburg, Germany,
with the power of a super supreme court to decide all disputes

and enforce its judgments. Of
course, there is no guarantee that
the United States would have even
one judge on this 21-member inter-
national court, and it’s reasonable
to assume inherent bias against the
United States by the anti-American
countries whose representatives will
make all decisions. There can be no
appeal from this Tribunal’s deci-
sions, even though they would af-
fect our sovereignty, national secu-
rity and economic interests. There
is no restriction on the Tribunal’s ju-
risdiction.

Administration lobbyists
claim that the original problems with

the LOST have been fixed. That is not believable because the
text of the treaty can’t be changed unilaterally. It was after
changes were made in 1994 that Reagan’s favorite foreign
policy advisor, Jeane Kirkpatrick, joined a news conference to
denounce the treaty.

Bush apparently expects conservatives to be molli-
fied by the argument that the Navy supports LOST. But
conservatives are smart enough to know that it’s impos-
sible for the Navy to oppose the Commander in Chief’s
position. The notion that our great U.S. Navy needs ap-
proval from foreign bureaucrats in Jamaica in order to
enjoy passage through international straits, or for per-
mission to do what our Navy is already doing (such as
moving our ships to the waters near Iran), is offensive
and insulting to U.S. sovereignty.

Jeane Kirkpatrick joined Eagle Forum’s
Jessica Echard and other conservative leaders to

denounce the Law of the Sea Treaty on Feb. 18, 2005.


