CONSERVATIVE LEADERSHIP DECLARATION OPPOSING
AMNESTY/ “GUEST WORKER” PROPOSALS

Adopted June 19, 2006

We, the undersigned, oppose any amnesty or guest workelildatiee Senate bill (S. 2611), the

Pence bill, or any other such proposals.

The Heritage Foundation estimates the Senate bilbviig in at least 60 million foreigners during the

next 20 years.

If the demographics of the so-called temporary workexsianilar to those of the illegal aliens already

here, more than half will be high school dropouts. yMa#i work low-paying jobs that require

payment of little or no income tax. They will be 5@qant more likely to receive government benefits
than those in non-immigrant households. And 42% of teldren will be born out-of-wedlock—but

all their children born in the U.S. will automatigaiecome American citizens.

The cost of the Senate amnesty for illegal immigraliee would be $50 billion a year for

entitlements, including Medicaid, Social Security, Suppleaie3ecurity Income, Earned Income Tax
Credit (cash handouts as much as $4,400 a year to low-wagehuwdds), the WIC program, food

stamps, public housing, Temporary Assistance to Needyliésnaind federally funded legal
representation.

Any amnesty would move America toward a future like Feamehich is staggering under the burden

of “guest” workers who never went home.

The Senate proposal has three main features that eogeith cause the illegal immigration problem

to reach critical mass:

1. AMNESTY: The proposal grants legalization to 85% efrhtion’s current

illegal aliens. The Senate bill repeats the mistalkélse Simpson-Mazzoli
amnesty bill of 1986. It also provides an amnesty fgsleyers who have hired
illegal immigrants.

. PERMANENT “TEMPORARY” WORKERS: The proposal sets ugoacalled “temporary

guest worker” plan for individuals who will be here neitteenporarily noras guests. The
so-called guest workers will be given new “H-2C” vis&sit tthey can convert to legal
permanent status with green cards. After five yehey, will be eligible to become U.S.
citizens. In the first year this scheme is in@ifé¢he U.S. will import 200,000 new
foreigners on H-2C visas.

. FAMILY CHAIN MIGRATION: The number of immigrants Wiaccelerate as “family
chain migration” allows more new residents to bringhore and more relatives. The H-

2Cers can immediately bring in their family memberdHs4 visas, without any health

requirements, and they will also get permanent legalerse and citizenship.

After the so-called temporary workers and their spousesrbe citizens, they can bring in
their parents as permanent residents on the pathzensitip. Although the parents have



never paid into Social Security, they will be eligifde Medicaid and Supplemental
Security Income benefits. Siblings and adult childrehtaeir families will be given
preference in future admissions.

In addition, the Senate bill gives so-called temporasykers preferences that American citizens do
not enjoy. They can'’t be fired from their jobs exclptcause. They must be paid the prevailing wage.
They can't be arrested for other civil offense$éyt are stopped for traffic violations. Also, these
illegal aliens are forgiven two years in back taxespething the IRS would never do for American
citizens.

The Senate bill grants in-state college tuition (stimgtthat is denied to U.S. citizens in 49 other
states), plus certain types of college financial assi# to illegal immigrants. As minorities, they may
even get “affirmative action” preferences in jobs, gownent contracts, and college admissions.

Even more outrageous, the Senate bill cedes Americgnesgnty by requiring the United States to
consult with the Mexican government before building edbofence.

The so-called compromise proposed by Rep. Mike Pence waadd pb limit whatsoever on the
numbers of foreign workers who could be imported by Unshl@yers from any country anywhere in
the world.

By flooding this country with so many immigrants, legaél illegal, controlling immigration will
become impossible and by dumping that burden onto an alee@dyurdened system of government
benefits, these proposals are a threat to the futureedfnited States. They must be defeated.

THEREFORE—

Passing no bill is better than passing any new amregglization, guest worker or foreign worker
program of any kind.

We call for enforcement now. We favor a policy tifiion of the illegal population through strong
enforcement of our nation’s immigration laws, whisbludes, first and foremost, the securing of our
borders.

We call on both Houses of Congress to heed the Anmepieaple and reject the Senate bill, the Pence
bill, or any other bill that provides legalizationiltégal aliens or substantial increases in legal
immigration. We call on the House leadership to refasgopoint members to a conference
committee for the Senate bill.

If any such bill is enacted, including the Senate bithe Pence bill, we pledge to withhold political
support from any Member of Congress who votes for it.

Finally, we dedicate ourselves to defeating any 2008 presitlemndidate who supports the Senate
bill, the Pence bill, or any other bill that providegalization of illegal aliens or substantial ince=as

in legal immigration. We pledge to do so regardless ofigalpartyand_in both the primaries and the
general election.
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