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What do conservative and liberal organizations and individuals promoting an Article V Constitutional 
Convention of the States say that they want regarding the number of potential amendments to the 
U.S. Constitution? Almost without exception they want numerous differing Amendments. 

 

Mark Levin in his book The Liberty Amendments recommends eleven amendments including:  
1. to Establish Term Limits for Members of Congress  
2. to Restore the 17th Amendment having U.S. Senators elected by their State Legislatures 
3. to Establish Term Limits for Supreme Court Justices and Super-Majority Legislative Override 
4. to Limit Federal Spending  
5. to Limit Federal Income Tax to 15% of a person’s income and prohibiting Congress from    

adopting a Value Added Tax 
6. to Limit the Federal Bureaucracy 
7. to Promote Free Enterprise 
8. to Protect Private Property 
9. to Grant the States Authority to Directly Amend the Constitution (this could result in a 

proliferation of amendments and Constitutional changes) 
10. to Grant the States Authority to Check Congress 
11. to Protect the Vote, requiring the states to adopt photo ID systems for voting and prohibiting 

the use in the states of electronic systems for voting and voter registration  
 

The Convention of States (Michael Farris Chairman and Mark Meckler) recommends “limiting” a 
Constitutional Convention to three subjects, which open every Article to unlimited amendments.  

1. “to impose Fiscal Restraints on the Federal Government” (that could mean a Balanced Budget 
of some sort but it is undefined and could mean much more) 

2. to limit “the Power and Jurisdiction of the Federal Government” (This opens to amendments all 
Six of the Seven Articles of the Constitution in which our Founders limited the power and 
jurisdiction of the Federal Government. In other words, it opens the door to unlimited 
amendments to the entire Constitution.)   

3. to “limit the terms of office for its officers and members of Congress.” 
http://www.conventionofstates.com/  
 

Compact for America’s proposal circumvents the Constitutional Amendment process in Article V of 
the Constitution. (Nick Dranias Vice-President CFA) The process features a “Compact for a Balanced 
Budget” (CBB) employing a process utilized by liberals and unions who want to circumvent the 
Constitutional Amendment process in order to Repeal the Electoral College, which is an essential part 
of the Constitution providing representation to the states in electing the President. The CBB is a 
binding agreement headed by Governors Nathan Deal of Georgia and Sean Parnell of Alaska. The 
CBB Commission is moving ahead with organizing a Convention of the States for proposing Balanced 
Budget Amendments. They have a 5 Point Plan, in other words they are proposing 5 new 
Constitutional Amendments. One of the Amendments gives States the power to impose oversight 
on the Congress by requiring a majority of state legislatures to approve any increase in the federal 
debt limit. Do you think we have gridlock now? Try adding 50 state Legislatures to the mix.  
http://www.fed-soc.org/publications/detail/introducing-article-v-20-the-compact-for-a-balanced-budget  
 

The Balanced Budget Amendment Task Force in conjunction with the American Legislative 
Exchange Council, the National Tax Limitation Committee and other groups is asserting that the 
applications for an Article V Constitutional Convention for a “Balanced Budget Amendment” cover 
“the same subject matter” passed over a period of 40 years since 1976, by 27 separate state 
Legislatures. Those applications are not the same and many include various ideas for amendments 
restricting the Federal Government Budget process. http://www.bba4usa.org/  

http://www.conventionofstates.com/
http://www.fed-soc.org/publications/detail/introducing-article-v-20-the-compact-for-a-balanced-budget
http://www.bba4usa.org/


Texas Governor Greg Abbott called for an Article V Constitutional Convention of the States to add 
Nine New Amendments to the U.S. Constitution to Restore the Rule of Law. Governor Abbott 
offered the following constitutional amendments: http://gov.texas.gov/news/press-release/21829  

1. Prohibit Congress from regulating activity that occurs wholly within one State. 
2. Require Congress to balance its budget. 
3. Prohibit administrative agencies—and the unelected bureaucrats that staff them—from 

creating federal law. 
4. Prohibit administrative agencies—and the unelected bureaucrats that staff them—from 

preempting state law. 
5. Allow a two-thirds majority of the States to override a U.S. Supreme Court decision. 
6. Require a seven-justice super-majority vote for U.S. Supreme Court decisions that invalidate a 

democratically enacted law. 
7. Restore the balance of power between the federal and state governments by limiting the 

former to the powers expressly delegated to it in the Constitution. 
8. Give state officials the power to sue in federal court when federal officials overstep their 

bounds. 
9. Allow a two-thirds majority of the States to override a federal law or regulation. 

Liberal Former Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens recently published a book 
recommending Six Constitutional Amendments to be added to the Constitution including: 

1. Abolishing the Death Penalty 
2. Taking away our Individual Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
3. Limiting First Amendment Freedom of Speech by overturning the Supreme Court Decision 

in Citizens United 
4. Allow States to be sued for money damages for the first time 
5. Compel State Officials to work for Congress 
6. Force Courts to get involved in redrawing Congressional District Boundary Lines  

http://www.wsj.com/articles/book-review-six-amendments-by-john-paul-stevens-1405377965  

 
Move to Amend, Wolf PAC and hundreds of liberal organizations nationwide are united in 
promoting an Article V Constitutional Convention to Take Away our First Amendment Right of Free 
Speech by repealing “Citizens United,” eliminating independent contributions and expenditures for 
campaigns and limiting candidates to government money only for their campaigns…silencing dissent.  
It goes so far as to prohibit a candidate from spending money on his own campaign essentially 
eliminating the most important form of free speech…political free speech. Applications for an Article V 
Constitutional Convention to repeal Citizens United passed in 2014 alone in three states including 
California, Vermont and Illinois. www.movetoamend.org  
 

The highest authority in the United States to ever speak out on a Constitutional Convention is Former 
Chief Justice Warren Burger who stated: “I have also repeatedly given my opinion that there is no 
effective way to limit or muzzle the actions of a Constitutional Convention. The Convention could 
make its own rules and set its own agenda. Congress might try to limit the Convention to one 
amendment or to one issue, but there is no way to assure that the Convention would obey. After a 
Convention is convened, it will be too late to stop the convention if we don’t like its agenda…” 
http://www.eagleforum.org/topics/concon/pdf/WarrenBurger-letter.pdf  
 

With so many voices promoting so many diverse amendments coming from the Right and the Left, it 
is not reasonable to assume that it is politically possible to limit the amendments which will be 
considered by an Article V Constitutional Convention of the States. Besides those listed here there 
are many others seeking to amend the Constitution. Is it worth the Risk to our Constitution?  
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