
 

 

 
 

 
 
January 27, 2016 
 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
The undersigned Conservative Movement organizations and leaders write to express 
our strong opposition to H.R. 9, the “Innovation” Act, and S. 1137, the PATENT Act.  We 
urge you to oppose this legislation, which would do such immense harm to American 
innovation. 
 



This misguided legislation could hardly be more opposite to the explicit, constitutionally 
founded, individual property right provided for in Article I, Section 8:  “The Congress shall 
have the power to . . . promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for 
limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective writings and 
discoveries” (emphasis added).  This exclusive right is secured to inventors by a patent. 
 
Clearly, the Founders provided for an individual property right.  That right is to one’s 
intellectual property.  The securing of this right gives the inventor complete, exclusive 
control over the property’s use, restriction, and economic benefit.  It implies the ability to 
defend that property, just as one would defend one’s home or belongings.  In the patent 
context, the only way to defend one’s property is through judicial means, if the property 
thief (infringer) refuses to pay for the use of that property when the property owner 
demands it. 
 
The proponents wrongly call this “tort reform.”  It is not.  Rather, these bills make the 
patent litigation process so one-sided — in favor of the infringer, or thief — that the 
intellectual property owner has small prospect of ever attaining the real value of the 
invention.  Patent infringers could steal with virtual impunity and, at best, force an 
inventor to settle for much less than the IP is actually worth.  This bill weakens and 
devalues patents, and distorts the patent system in a way the authors of Article I, 
Section 8 of the Constitution would not recognize. 
 
The bills’ advocates claim they deal with “patent trolls.”  They do not.  H.R. 9 and S. 
1137 do nothing to address abusive demand letters sent in bulk to shake down retail 
stores.  That is because the senders of demand letters do not want to go to court, but 
rather to play on fear.  Instead, H.R. 9 and S. 1137 tilt the judicial system decidedly 
against patent owners.  They inflict the most harm on independent inventors because 
the bills presume that anyone who would threaten to litigate over a patent is a “patent 
troll” — whether small inventor, university, entrepreneur, biomedical company, 
manufacturer, licensing entity, or research foundation. 
 
Therefore, we strongly urge you to oppose H.R. 9 and S. 1137.  These destructive bills 
undermine property rights, devalue intellectual property, disincentivize innovation and 
invention, diminish the extraordinary economic gains derived from strong IP backed by 
the Rule of Law, and reward the theft of IP. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Phyllis Schlafly    Dan Schneider 
Founder and Chairman   Executive Director 
Eagle Forum     American Conservative Union 
 
Kevin L. Kearns    Charles Sauer 
President     Founder 
U.S. Business & Industry Council  U.S. Inventor 
 
James Edwards    Seton Motley 
Co-Director     President 
Inventor’s Project    Less Government 
 
 



Peter J. Thomas    Cherilyn Eagar 
Chairman     Founder 
Americans for Constitutional Liberty  American Leadership Fund 
 
Amb. Henry F. Cooper   Nadine Maenza 
Former Director    Executive Director 
Strategic Defense Initiative   Patriot Voices 
 
Hon. J. Kenneth Blackwell   Richard A. Viguerie 
President     Chairman 
Constitutional Congress, Inc.   ConservativeHQ.com 
 
Robert W. Patterson    Ron Pearson 
Republican Candidate for Congress  President 
New Jersey 1st Cong’l. District  Council for America 
 
Paul Caprio     C. Preston Noell, III 
Director     President 
Family PAC Federal    Tradition, Family, Property, Inc. 
 
Hon. Richard Pombo 
Former Chairman, U.S. House Resources Committee 
Author, This Land Is Our Land: How to End the War on Private Property 
 
Morton Blackwell    Richard and Susan Falknor 
Chairman     Publishers 
The Weyrich Lunch    Blue Ridge Forum 
 
Dee Hodges     Linwood Bragan 
President     Executive Director 
Maryland Taxpayers Association  CapStand Council for Policy and Ethics 
 
Sandy Rios     Dick Patten 
Director of Governmental Affairs  President 
American Family Association   American Business Defense Council 
 
Melissa Ortiz      
Founder & Principal          
Able Americans     
 
Pat Choate  
Author, Hot Property - The Stealing of Ideas in an Age of Globalization 
 


