
March 24, 2015 

 

Dear Senator, 

 

We, the undersigned, urge you to sign Senator Grassley’s letter calling for an appropriations rider to curb 

federal interference in state standards and assessments. This measure will advance the goal of restoring state 

and local authority over education. 

 

Federal law repeatedly prohibits Washington from mandating academic standards and content. Regrettably, the 

current leadership of the U.S. Department of Education has purposefully disregarded the spirit of these 

prohibitions. The department has offered grants, supported assessments, and granted waivers on the condition 

that states adopt “college- and career-ready standards,” which in practice means only the Common Core State 

Standards Initiative. These federal incentives pushed states into Common Core with minimal deliberation or 

even comment by the public. 

 

States and local communities should be able to reclaim their authority over education policy. The appropriations 

rider offered by Senator Grassley would help achieve this goal by banning the use of federal funds to 

manipulate states into adopting common standards, curriculum, or assessments. It would remove from the 

Secretary of Education the tools he has abused to coerce states.  

 

We also encourage the inclusion of similar language in any reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act. By adopting these policies, Congress would reaffirm the principle that states, local communities, 

and ultimately parents have the right to decide what children are taught. Please join in this effort by signing 

Senator Grassley’s letter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Phyllis Schlafly     J. Michael Smith, Esq.

Chairman                                                                      President 

Eagle Forum       Home School Legal Defense Association 

  

Joy Pullmann       David Christensen 

Education Research Fellow     Vice President for Government Affairs 

Heartland Institute*      Family Research Council 

 

Penny Young Nance      Richard Viguerie     

Chief Executive Officer and President   Chairman       

Concerned Women for America Legislative Action  ConservativeHQ.com 

Committee       

 

Frank J. Gaffney, Jr.       Sandy Rios       

President and CEO       Director of Governmental Affairs    

Secure Freedom       American Family Association   

  

Paul Caprio        Keith Wiebe 

Director        President     

Family-PAC Federal       American Association of Christian Schools 

 

*Title and organization included for recognition purposes only 

 

 


