
December 20, 2015 

 

Friends, 

  

Paul asked me to pass along these important pieces of information to you before everyone 

breaks for the Christmas holiday.  

  

1)     Paul appeared on NBC's Meet the Press on Sunday. It's an interview that is worth watching. 

Video is accessible here: http://www.speaker.gov/video/meet-the-press-top-

priority?Source=GovD. This quote stood out: "What I did is I went to work to make the best of 

this process, to get some good wins for conservatives, like lifting the oil export ban for the first 

time in 40 years, getting permanency on tax policy, getting some good riders, limiting the IRS, so 

the IRS can't meddle in politics, making sure that we get more pro-life riders. Those are some 

wins we did get. But the point I would say is-this is the process I inherited, I fully own that. But 

it's also the process that will help us get to what we call regular order next year where we don't 

wind up with the same kind of situation next year. And that is my hope, that is my goal." 

  

2) There's been a lot of fuss made about the omnibus spending bill which passed the House on 

Friday. The bill passed by a vote of 316-113, with 150 Republicans and 166 Democrats voting 

yes, so for all the huffing and puffing on both the right and the left - an overwhelming majority 

of members recognized this was a good bill and one they could and should support. 

  

At the outset of his Speakership, Paul made clear to his colleagues that he would work to get the 

best deal possible for the Republican conference - but because many Republicans said they 

would not vote for the omnibus for one reason or another (because some wanted to attach 

specific policy riders to bill, while others wanted to increase defense spending) - it became clear 

that Democratic votes would be needed to move the bill to the President's desk and avert a 

government shutdown. That's exactly what happened on Friday morning.   

  

Practically, a bill that only reflected the Republican priorities would not have passed the Senate 

and would not have been signed by the President - it would have resulted in a government 

shutdown which Republicans would have been blamed for as we were in 2013. This would have 

been disastrous for our party and our 2016 election prospects. Paul was adamant that we would 

not be shutting down the government, and he stuck to his word. He didn't get everything he 

wanted, neither did Democrats - it's a function of divided government. 

  

Paul didn't create this situation, he inherited it and he managed it in a way that resulted in some 

gains for Republicans. The reason for an omnibus legislation was necessary was because the 

House abandoned "regular order" and the appropriations process earlier this year. Paul has 

pledged to get the House back to regular order so we don't have to pass 2,000 page bills in a 

week's time in the future. In this instance, Paul played his cards the best way possible - he 
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averted a shutdown, passed a funding bill that allows the government to function through the 

election, and achieved some significant victories for conservatives. 

 

He said the following this morning on Meet the Press:   

"We scored major policy wins for conservatives-for our country-in this bill. We advanced our 

principles. Did we advance all of our principles as far as we want to go? No, because we're in 

divided government. But we did advance them in the right direction. So the way I look at these 

things, is take what you can get now, and then go fight for more later. And I think we've set 

ourselves up for more success in 2016." 

  

There's been a couple of points of criticism by conservatives, that are easily addressed: 

1.     Conservatives wanted to defund Planned Parenthood in this bill. The House will be 

voting in January on the reconciliation bill that defunds planned parenthood. The bill already 

passed the Senate. Speaker Ryan has said this will be a top priority the first week the House is 

back in January (http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/house/263740-house-adjourns-for-2015) 

*Also:  Maintains strong protections for life. This bill maintains important pro-life provisions, 

including the Hyde Amendment, and prohibits taxpayer funding for abortion. It also includes a 

new prohibition on gene editing and cuts funding for a program involved in abortion-related 

activities, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), by 7 percent. 

2.     Not enough was done on Syrian refugees: The Senate will be voting in January to pause 

the Syrian refugee program. The bill already passed the House. And a provision in the omnibus 

would deny visa waiver status to any individual who has traveled to certain terrorist hotspots, 

including Syria and Iraq, in the last five years. Speaker Ryan details his views in a CNN op-

ed: http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/23/opinions/ryan-syrian-refugees/ 

  

3.     This was some backdoor attempt to advance immigration reform. Speaker Ryan has 

said that we can't trust the President on immigration reform given his willingness to circumvent 

Congress and advance executive orders, so actual reform will not be doable until there's a new 

president. That said, a provision of the omnibus would authorize H2-B visas for temporary 

workers that perform work that employers cannot find Americans workers to perform. These 

visas a crucial to Wisconsin industries such as dairy, nurseries, agriculture and tourism. In many 

cases, these waivers go to previously approved workers who come back every year to do these 

jobs.  

  

Originally from:  (Susan Jacobson, Ryan For Congress, Inc., Finance Director / Campaign 

Manager) 
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